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Program of Studies for  

Film Appreciation 15/25  

(Summer School Virtual Learning Course) 

 
 

Course Teacher: Mrs. Anderson-Steffes 

Email: Rhonda.anderson@aspenview.org 

 

Film Appreciation 15/25 (3 CREDITS) 

July 6th – July 17th, 2020 (two weeks) 
 

DESCRIPTION: 
Do you love watching movies with interesting characters and memorable scenes? In 

these 15/25 level courses, students will view short and full-length films of various 

genres such as horror, action, adventure, fantasy, science fiction, comedy, drama, 
etc. Students will do one project and write creative/analytical responses, but there 

will be no essays or exams! 
 

In this three credit option course, students will learn to appreciate the technical and 

artistic aspects of film-making. This course is designed for students who wish to develop 

an advanced understanding of film-making to enhance their critical appreciation of 

films. It is designed to facilitate students’ understanding of film as a distinct form of art, 

technology, and visual media.  By pursuing in-depth perspectives of the production and 

technical aspects of film, students will become informed media consumers. At the 15 

level, students will be introduced to the process of film-making and technical 
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analysis.  The depth and diversity of expectations will be expanded at the 25 level. 

 

This is not a course where students passively watch films.  Instead, these films and 

activities will require intellectual, technical, and artistic engagement on the part of the 

students.  Students are expected to be actively engaged in the on-line film viewings; 

they must be conscious of the director’s choices and how theoretical aspects (i.e. 

visual literacy and literary theory) are being applied.  Students also will be expected to 

complete various daily response activities on line (e.g. journal writing, creative 

activities, analytical responses, research, etc.) and to create a final major project by the 

end of the course.  

 

Students will be writing responses to a variety of films which will explore mature themes 

such as love, fear, jealousy, betrayal, trust, religion, hate, the loss of humanity, prejudice, 

manipulation, greed, etc. The vast majority of films viewed will have Alberta/ 

Canadian ratings of PG, PG-13, and 14A.  However, some of the films we will be 

studying this summer may have been given a Canadian rating of “18A” due to scenes 

containing violence and some offensive language. Please be assured that the films 

selected for this course have artistic merit and have been deemed worthy of study by film 

critics/scholars along with other educators.  

 

GENERAL LEARNER OUTCOMES 
 

Students will do the following:  

1.   explore and understand the role film plays in society 

2.   identify/analyze film aesthetics 

3.   identify stereotyping and typecasting in film and other media (gender issues, 

race, multicultural, and ethnic issues, etc.) 

4. identify/analyze film structure 

5. identify and apply the language of film 

6. utilize gained knowledge to hone viewing and critical thinking skills 

7. review films 

8. identify, view, and explore a specific directorial style 

9. utilize technology in daily activities 

10. appreciate the art of film 

 

STUDENT ASSESSMENT 
 

Daily Activities 80% 
(could include writing film reviews, creating personal/analytical viewing 

responses, responding to film questions related to character/plot/theme 

development, applying and analyzing film techniques used, etc.) 

 

Project    20% (*possibly a two-part project with each section worth 10%) 

(to assess the student’s creativity and understanding of various texts/genres at the 

end of the course) 

 



 3 

RESOURCES: *REQUIRED ACCESS 
- All students taking this course will need regular Internet and streaming access to the 

following: 

 - Netflix Canada to view feature-length films, Netflix Originals, and television 

 series 

 - Youtube to view short films (often award-winning films first appearing at  

 various film festivals or in short film competitions) 

-Google Classroom to write responses to journal questions, access viewing 

activities, and to submit assessments 

-Google Docs to write responses to assigned assessments 

-Remind (app or text) to communicate regularly with instructor 

-Google Meets sessions to communicate face-to-face with the instructor (regular 

sessions will be held from 1:00 – 2:00 p.m. will be held on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays). Parents/guardians and students can also contact the instructor via 

email, Google Classroom, or Remind at other times. 

  

COURSE EXPECTATIONS 
1. Students will view a minimum of eight different feature films and/or Netflix series’ 

episodes and a variety of other short films over the two week period. 

2. Work is to be completed on an individual basis. Plagiarizing responses to 

assessments from other websites or from other sources will not be accepted. 

3. Students should be actively engaged in viewing and response activities for 

approximately four hours per day for 10 days.  

4. Assessments should be submitted in a timely manner (by the specified deadlines) 
given the short two-week time frame of the course. Students should expect to do 

viewings and complete written responses/assessments on a daily basis over the two 

week time period. 

5. *There will be no make-up assessments given the short nature of the course. 

 

STUDENT PROGRESS IN COURSE 
In Gradebook, parents/guardians can view his/her child’s progress in the course. Student 

marks will be updated on a regular basis; however, keep in mind, that the more heavily 

weighted project assessment will occur near the end of the course. Parents/guardians will 

be contacted if there are issues developing related to behaviours, attendance, missed 

assessments, or unsatisfactory progress on assessments. Parents/guardians are encouraged 

to contact the teacher via e-mail or telephone (at the end of the day) to receive updates 

and to discuss any other concerns. 

 

SENSITIVE AND CONTROVERSIAL COMPONENTS 
The Aspen View School Division #78 Board “believes that studying controversial issues 

helps prepare students to participate responsibly in a democratic and pluralistic society” 

(Aspen View School Division #78 Policy Statement on Controversial Issues). A 

discussion of any controversial issues will “represent alternative points of view,” 

“promote critical inquiry rather than advocacy,” “reflect the maturity, capabilities, and 

educational needs of students” in a respectful environment (Aspen View School Division 
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#78 Policy on Controversial Issues).  

 

Parents/guardians and students will be made aware that this course will at times 

involve the discussion, reading, and viewing of graphic and controversial materials.  

As a result, the following letter must be read and email consent from parents/ 

guardians at the beginning of the course needs to be received:  

 
May 25th, 2020 

 

Dear parent(s)/guardian(s): 

 

Your son/daughter has enrolled in a quad block option course of Film Appreciation 15/25 for 

THREE CREDITS. In Film Appreciation 15/25, your son/daughter will explore the technical 

and artistic aspects of film-making.  This course is designed for students who wish to develop an 

advanced understanding of film-making to enhance their critical appreciation of films and 

television series.  Regular viewing and the timely completion of assessment activities are 

crucial, since the course only runs over two weeks.  

 

We will be  viewing and writing responses to a variety of films and episodes of television series 

which will explore mature themes such as love, fear, jealousy, betrayal, trust, religion, hate, the 

loss of humanity, prejudice, manipulation, greed, etc. Students will be exposed to a variety of 

genres and as a result, certain films or television series may have characters with different 

religious beliefs or may have plots with supernatural and/or magical elements. Others may 

occasionally have some degree of offensive language, sexual content, and/or violence.  

 

The vast majority of films and episodes of television series we will be watching will have 

Alberta/Canadian ratings of PG, PG-13, and 14A.  However, some of the films or television 

series we may be studying this summer may have been given a Canadian rating of “18A.” When 

exploring genres such as horror, war, action and adventure, science fiction, or fantasy, students 

may view violent scenes, hear some offensive language, and may see sexually suggestive scenes 

as shown in movies like Extraction and Pulp Fiction or in episodes from a television series like 

Vikings. Also, please be assured that the films or episodes of a television series selected for this 

course have some degree of cinematic, dramatic, and literary merit.  

 

If you are uncomfortable with your child reading, viewing, and discussing materials of this 

nature, your child should not take this summer school option course.  Please contact me by 

phone at 780-488-2399 or by e-mail at rhonda.anderson@aspenview.org to discuss this further if 

you wish. If you are giving your permission for your son/daughter to freely explore the 

experiences available through this summer school course, please send an email to the address 

provided previously. 
 

Thank you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Rhonda Anderson-Steffes 

 

mailto:rhonda.anderson@aspenview.org
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List of Films/Television Series on Netflix Canada 
This list indicates certain films or television series (one or two episodes may 

be viewed) according to genre which may be shown during the course: 

 

Science Fiction/Action and Adventure/Mystery Genres: 
The Rain (Danish series)    Into the Night (Dutch series)  

Stranger Things (American series)   Jurassic World (feature film) 

Black Mirror (American series)   Dark (German series) 

The 100 (American/Canadian series)   Mirage (feature film)  

The Walking Dead (American series)  Contagion (feature film) 

I Am Mother (feature film)    Destination IO (feature film) 

Ready Player One (feature film)   Extinction (feature film) 

The Cloverfield Paradox (feature film)  Chappie (feature film) 

The Arrival (feature film)    District 9 (feature film) 

Passengers (feature film – not the series)  Birdbox (feature film) 

Inception (feature film)    Bumblebee (feature film) 

Transformers: Dark of the Moon (feature film) Transformers (feature film) 

Iron Man 2 and 3 (feature films)   Total Recall (feature film) 

The Girl With All The Gifts (feature film)  Cargo (feature film) 

Jurassic Park 3 (feature film)   Beyond Skyline (feature film)  

The Darkest Dawn (feature film)     

 

Science Fiction/Horror Genres: 
A Quiet Place (feature film)    The Silence (feature film) 

 

Science Fiction/Comedy Genres: 
Anna and the Apocalypse (feature film)  Zombieland (feature film) 

Shaun of the Dead (feature film)   Evolution (feature film) 

Back to the Future movies (feature films)   

 

Fantasy/Action and Adventure/Mystery Genres: 
Locke and Key (American series)   Frequency (American series) 

Vikings (Canadian series)    Raising Dion (American series) 

Troy: Fall of a City (American series)  Dragon Heart (feature film)   
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The Curious Case of Benjamin Button (feature film) Okja (feature film) 

The Hunger Games trilogy (feature films)  The Dark Knight (feature film)  

Lord of the Rings trilogy (feature films)  Robin Hood (feature film) 

Once Upon a Time (American series)  Priest (feature film)    

Bram Stoker’s Dracula (feature film)  The Avengers movies (feature films)  

Spider Man movies (feature films)   Thor (feature film) 

Ultraviolet (feature film)    Bright (feature film) 

Captain America: The First Avenger (feature film) The Dark Tower (feature film) 

Troy (feature film)     I Kill Giants (feature film) 

  

Fantasy/Comedy Genres: 
R.I.P.D. (feature film)    The Land of the Lost (feature film) 

  

Action and Adventure/Drama/Thriller Genres: 
Homefront (feature film)    Close (feature film) 

Gladiator (feature film)    The Equalizer (feature film) 

Jack Reacher (feature film)    The Shallows (feature film) 

Olympus Has Fallen (feature film)   White House Down (feature film) 

Proud Mary (feature film) 

 

Horror/Comedy/Action Genres: 
Santa Clarita Diet (American series)   Scream Queens (American series) 

Hot Fuzz (feature film)    Game Night (feature film) 

 

Horror/Drama/Mystery Genres: 
The Haunting of Hill House (feature film)  The Mist (American series) 

Glitch (American series)     Rattlesnake (feature film) 

1922 (feature film)     In the Tall Grass (feature film) 

The Ritual (feature film)    Don’t Breathe (feature film) 

The Maus (feature film)     

 

Drama/Crime/Mystery Genres: 
When They See Us (American series)  The Sinner (American series) 

Shutter Island (feature film)     Safe House (feature film) 

The Highwaymen (feature film)   I, Tonya (feature film) 

Hold the Dark (feature film)    Kidnap (feature film) 

The Call (feature film)    Panic Room (feature film) 

The Snowman (feature film)    Seven (feature film) 

 

Comedy/Crime/Mystery Genres: 
Bon Cop Bad Cop (Canadian feature film)  The Other Guys (feature film) 

 

Drama Genre: 
Room (Canadian Oscar-winning feature film) Pulp Fiction (feature film) 
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Fractured (feature film)    Awakenings (feature film) 

The Lovely Bones (feature film)   Lion (feature film) 

Good Will Hunting (feature film)   Forrest Gump (feature film) 

The Pursuit of Happyness (feature film)  Mud Bound (feature film) 

Cinderella Man (feature film)   The Blind Side (feature film) 

This Is Us (American series) 

 

Comedy/Romance Genres: 
Silver Linings Playbook (feature film) 

 

War/Action Genres:    
Extraction (feature film)    12 Strong (feature film) 

The Photographer of Mauthausen (feature film) Fury (feature film) 

The Zoo Keeper’s Wife (feature film)  The Patriot (feature film) 

First They Killed My Father (feature film)  Hacksaw Ridge (feature film) 

 

Western Genre: 
The Quick and the Dead (feature film)  Django Unchained (feature film) 

 

Drama/Musical Genres: 
Glee (American series)    Mamma Mia (feature film) 

Anna and the Apocalypse (feature film)  Dumplin’ (feature film) 

The Greatest Showman (feature film)   

 

Romance/Drama Genres: 
Letters to Juliet (feature film)   The Age of Adeline (feature film)  

I Lost My Body (award-winning film)  Dirty Dancing (feature film) 

 

Documentary Genre: 
Ancient Aliens (American series)   Dark Tourist (American series) 

Myths and Monsters (American series)  Cheer (American series) 

The 13th (short, award-winning)    Nazi Concentration Camps (film) 

There’s Something in the Water (film)  The Bleeding Edge (film) 

Tiger King: Murder, Mayhem, and Madness (American series) 


